Penland Ambassador Program

Follow these 5 easy steps, and you’ll be a Penland Ambassador!

1. Determine an audience for your talk.
•	If you have connections at schools, arts centers, galleries, museums, clubs, retirement centers, or anywhere else in your community, start there! If you don’t have any existing connections, identify a potential organization or institution that you’d like to reach out to.
•	Remember that the best audiences are people who would be interested in Penland’s message and would be likely to take a class here.  (Penland students must be 18 years old.)
•	Try to schedule your presentation during a lecture or studio class, or during a club meeting that meets regularly. This way, you will be sure to have good attendance for your talk. 

2. Make contact with the organization and work with them to schedule a talk.
•	Try sending an email to a faculty member or staff person, calling, or visiting in person- whatever works for you. We’ve found that persistence is key, so don’t get discouraged. You may have to email or call several times before you receive a response.
•	We like the tone of the message below, so consider sending an email like this one:

Dear YOUR CONTACT,
 
I am a volunteer for Penland School of Crafts in Western NC. I am writing to explore the possibility of doing a presentation for your art students about opportunities to study at Penland. I would like to arrange a 30 minute presentation with as many students as possible in MONTH AND YEAR. In case you are not familiar with Penland, it is an 89-year-old contemporary craft school in the Western North Carolina mountains offering studio based workshops in over 13 media. Penland is an intensive retreat environment where students from all over the world come to study with some of the best craft artists in the field. Our workshops run from March – November. We offer 1, 2 and 8-week sessions, with the bulk of students attending in the summer. We are not a degree granting institution, but students can receive college credit for Penland classes through our partnership with Western Carolina University. About 45% of our students receive financial assistance to attend Penland through our scholarship program. See www.penland.org for more information.
 
I would appreciate your help in arranging a presentation for your students (OR CLUB MEMBERS, ETC.). No expenses will be incurred by ORGANIZATION.
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
 
Best regards,
 
YOUR NAME

3. Email Marsha McLawhorne, marshamclawhorn@penland.org to let her know when and where you plan to give your presentation. She will mail you a box of Penland catalogs and mailing list sign-up sheets to distribute to your audience.

4. Give your presentation!
•	The presentation and answers to frequently asked questions can be downloaded at 
	penland.org/ambassadors
•	Have fun with it! Include stories about your own experiences at Penland.
•	Ask your audience to sign Penland’s email list. Answer questions as best you can, and encourage students to call or email the school if they have questions you can’t answer.

5. Send us your feedback.
•	Mail us your completed mailing list sign-up sheets. We will keep track of the people you presented to and determine if any become Penland students in the future.

