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CLAY | Functional and decorative vessels

Penland Affiliation |  Penland Winter Resident 2016, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2022, 2023, Penland

Student 2013, 2014, 2015

Artist Information |  Studio artist; education: York Technical College (SC), Winthrop University

(SC), College of William and Mary (VA), Penland School (NC); exhibitions: Carbondale Clay

Center (CO), Potters of Madison County Potters Market (NC), Vessels of Merriment, Grovewood

Gallery (NC), Gifted, LUX Gallery (NE); residencies: Penland School Winter Residency, Brockway

Center for Arts and Technology (PA), The Bascom Center for Visual Arts (NC)

Artist Statement | My work is a union of pattern, repetition, and tactile surface treatment that

is stimulating to the touch. Texturing my pieces allows me to experiment with line quality,

rhythm, and movement. My pots incorporate objects and imagery found in nature, which have

personal value to me.

I am motivated by the floral patterns I would find in my childhood homes. My family lived a very

transient life; we would move to a new town every couple of years. With my environment

constantly changing, it was easy for me to see the little consistencies, like the floral wallpaper

borders that ran along the ceilings around every new house we moved into. Whether it be

wallpaper, curtains, or dining room linen napkins that my mother insisted we use every meal,

the repetitive floral design on these items has made its way into the earliest memories of my life.

I believe that the social and communal aspects of functional pottery are significant. The shape,

design, and function of a pot inform its surroundings; it is able to turn a social gathering into a

ceremonial setting. My intention is to create pots that beg to be held and used in a setting that

brings people together in conversation and fellowship. I want those who experience my work to

touch, hold, explore, and most importantly, find a personal use for the work.

Technical Information |  Earthenware, underglaze, slip, luster
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