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Artist Statement | Throughout history, peace has been a scarce commodity in any human

civilization, and war seems to be a dominant theme. Destruction is one of the prevailing

outcomes of these wars. Having lived in war-torn Lebanon for half of my life, I have seen a lot of

destruction and damage that has been imposed on beautiful architecture. It takes months, even

years, to design, build and finish a building, yet it takes less than a second to bring it crumbling

down with a powerful bomb. Nevertheless, with all the damage the Lebanese architecture

sustained, these buildings still function as vessels for human life. They kept us safe, sheltered us,

housed us, and shielded us. Seeing the decimation of these structures has caused me to crave

perfection, and I grew attracted to the clean lines and curves of modern architecture, which I

pursue in my work.

Influenced by the vernacular of architecture and building materials, I have constructed

structures that double as vessels. These vessels are distilled representations of war-torn

buildings, whose functional resilience comes from the stable and strong material used, cement.

This truth, coupled with my inquisitive nature, has brought me to create innovative processes

and methods in which my work is created. The simplicity of the forms and lines allow the

shot/damaged parts on the vessels to be highlighted and accentuated. By bridging the

aesthetics and the materials within my work, I ask the viewer to form a connection to their

surroundings, realizing that there is no perfection, only an adaptation to our current status and

situation.
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